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Summary

The focus of the article, Assessment Approaches in Virtual Learning, by Rastgoo and Namvar was on the importance of including new technologically-related assessment methods focusing on ability and knowledge.  Advantages and disadvantages of several assessments have been included and, more importantly, the article focuses on the effects of newer methods of assessment such as e-portfolios and online self and peer-assessments.  The new assessments will provide, “time and good feedback for students, increased student participation, improved student learning and increased abilities,” (Rastgoo & Namvar, January 2010).
To begin, Rastgoo and Namvar give a brief definition of Student Assessment, which is “the systematic collection, review, and use of information about educational programs undertaken for the purpose of improving student learning and development,” (from Palombra & Banta, 1999 in Rastgoo & Namvar, January 2010).  They further state that one of the most useful assessments is learning improvement because, “It makes students accountable, and also it can change student’s attitudes towards assessment,” (Rastgoo & Namvar, January 2010).  
When being assessed in an online learning environment synchronous verbal and nonverbal feedback is non-existent.  Therefore, it is important for the teacher to rely on students submissions in order to gain an understanding of their abilities.  “In a web-based learning environment – students knowing they will be assessed-read, write, and engage in dialogue with each other.  This process ideally results in learning which can be assessed by the instructor,” (from Denned, 2007 in Rastgoo & Namvar, January 2010).
Asynchronous learning allows flexibilities for both teachers and students which is one of the many advantages in online learning.  “Test taking can become flexible, feedback can be provided allowing further application and review for the teach and student, costs are reduced because materials are not being copied and printed, and students can assess their knowledge as frequently as they need to,” (from Born, 2003 in Rastgoo & Namvar, January 2010).

A few disadvantages are also noted and mainly consist of time for preparation and investments in the technology itself.  One notable remark made by Born in Rastgoo & Namvar’s article states, “An instructor does not have control of testing environments where students are allowed to take a test anytime and anywhere,” (January 2010).
Rastgoo and Namvar talked about the importance of good assessments.  One example as stated previously was the e-portfolio.  “An e-portfolio is a collection of realistic and diversified evidence of student learning.  Furthermore, an e-portfolio represents the demonstration and reflection of personal learning processes and results within a time period,” (from Chang, 2008 in Rastgoo & Namvar, January 2010).  Basically it is similar to a webpage created by the student that houses their electronic work.  According to results of Lopez-Fernandez and Rodriguez-Illera research (2010), “Using e-portfolios increase student self management, self-responsibility in learning process as lifelong and life wide learners….it also led to an increase in positive attitudes and self-efficacy in relation of students’ learning,” (January 2010).
Rastgoo and Namvar also mentioned the importance of online self and peer-assessments.  Peer-assessment has been defined as, “an arrangement in which individuals consider the amount level, value, work, quality, or success of the learning products or outcomes of their peer with similar status,” (from Topping, 1998, Topping, Smith, Swanson, & Elliot, 2000,  in Rastgoo & Namvar, January 2010).  Basically, this is when students judge and evaluate their own work and the work of their peers.  It gives students the chance to take charge in their learning.

To me, the article proved that assessment is a major part of education.  Whether learning synchronously or asynchronously, time needs to be placed in how students will be assessed.  In online learning or distance learning, it is important to utilize the technologies available to create successful assessments.  
Reflection/Application

I believe the article was relevant because it gave me pertinent information that supports my thesis for my position paper: On-Line Teaching is a Complex Professional Practice.  It is important to have practices in place when creating good, solid assessments.  Ideas mentioned add to the knowledge and skills teacher must possess along with the communication and interaction that must take place among students which are both major pieces of my final research.  

I would have liked more information on the design and delivery of e-portfolios and peer and self-assessments, however.  Overall, the article did bring these ideas to my attention allowing me to contemplate these concepts. It would also be interesting to see what is being done about tests in the online setting.  
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